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Tur following Enquiry was originally intended, 
in ſome meaſure, as an apology for my own con- 
duct. It was not likely, that one of my ſenti- 
ments in religion, determined to act conformably 
to his convictions, and never, like ſome of his 
predeceſſors and contemporaries, to live down 
his doctrines, as South expreſſes it, ſhould attend 
the worſhip of the church of England; and the 
mode of prayer among diſſenters always appeared 
to me unedifying, and intolerably irrational. 
This relinquiſhment of public wor/hip occaſioned 
of courſe much ſpeculation and enquiry among 
my acquaintance. The late Doctor Price (whom 
I believe to have been, in the main, a very vir- 
tuous and amiable man, and who was a great pro- 
ficient in various parts of knowledge, but exceed- 
ingly illiterate, like the majority of diſſenting 
miniſters, in the branch moſt eſſential to the- 
ology ; and with all his zeal for civil freedom, 
no true friend of religious liberty) was forward on 
various , occaſions to expreſs his diſapprobation 
of my conduct, and oppoſed my election to the 


— . — . on III 
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claſſical tutorſhip in the college at Hackney. But 
that DisSENTERs ſhould thus ſhew their averſion 


to any religious principles or any practice ground- 


ed on thoſe principles, is an exceſs of inconſiſtency 
and impudence, which no language in my power 
can chaſtiſe in terms of ſuitable indignation and 
contempt. And I take this opportunity of de- 
claring publicly, that I know and have experienced 
more proofs of genuine liberality in the members 
of the church of England in the universITY of 
CauBRIDOE, to whom I might with reaſon be 
exceedingly obnoxious, than in thoſe diſſenters, 
one or two excepted, with whom I was connected 


in this place; on whoſe countenance and notice 


I might juſtly have preſumed. Indeed, I am 
perſuaded, that no man in England of any deno- 
mination has ſuffered ſo much hindrance in his 


ſecular concerns on account of his religious opi- 


nions as myſelf: and this is to my mind a perpe- 
tual ſource of unſpeakable exultation. I hope 
and intend to continue the ſame career to the 


cloſe of that life, which the father of my ſpirit 


ſhall allot me; a ſworn enemy, through evil report 
and good report, to vice and prejudice, and prieft= 
craft and ſuperſtition, wherever I diſcover them: 


combating theſe peſts of the divine adminiſtra- 


tor and of human happineſs with every weapon in 
my power, with the club of argument and the 


ſhafts of ridicule; but loving and revering vir- 


Advertiſement. = 


ue, and piety, and benevolence, and fencerity in the 


individual, of whatever ſect or party: 
Ac cle, ä 
Mop®av & eig ge ND. PIN DAR. 
I will conclude this preface in the words of 
Some? OD . 
Quandocunque natura ſpiritum repetet, teſta- 
tus exibo, bonam me conſcientiam amaſſe, bona 
ſtudia: nullius per me libertatem deminutam, 
minimè meam. | 


FP 


Kei Tor TOUG TOOUTOVSG 0U [epTURRE TIGOUG Py Voters eval, 
8 ore &UTOL Head KERIHYOVTES TOIOUYTRL TOUG AOYOUG, N 
a TOA u, do. Te Silo BoybouvTes, eig 5 ravBuvou; og 
abrobg nahig ci. LYSIAS. : 


Num fingo ? num mentior 2 cupio vefelli. Quid enim "ou 0, niſ | 
ut veritas in omni queſitone explicetur ? CICERO. 


INTRODUCTION. 


He Ox beſt ideas of the sUrrREME BEIN, whe- 
5 ther collected from contemplating the works of 
| | the creation, or inferred from the attributes of 
\/ an univerſal creator governor and parent, con- 
1 ſpire in convincing us, that all the plans of his 
providence and all the meaſures of his admini- 
Nation are directed to the final happineſs of man- 
kind. But the various irregularities, which pre- ; 
| ſent themſelves to our notice on every fide, | 9 
; and the ſcenes of miſery and vice, which are = 
joy exhibited both in the world at large and in the 
ſphere of private life, demonſtrate with equal 1 
concluſiveneſs, that this great end is not to be ; 
N accompliſhed by any inſtantaneous and violent 
efforts of Omnipotence, but by the permanent 
operation of gentle cauſes; uniformly, ſteadily, 
and imperceptibly exerting themſelves upon the 2 
mind of man, and gradually rectifying the man- 3 
ners of the ſpecies. The lord of Nature deals 
with us, not as a maſter with his ſervant, hut as 
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PUBLIC WORSHIP. 7 
a parent with his child. We are dle of a will 


and powers of our own: ve feel the gentle con- 


ſtraints of a diſcipline calculated ultimately to 
improve our pleaſures and advance our welfare: 
and we perceive, whilſt diſorderly individuals are 
apparently fruſtrating the ſchemes of the divine 
adminiſtration, the world at large to be thriving 
by a regular growth to the. maturity of happineſs 


and virtue. 
In this general view of the intentions of God 


and the circumſtances of humanity, if we ſurvey 


the two Revelations, which are generally allowed 
by Chriſtians to come from heaven, we ſhall fee 
the tenour of them conformable to our idea of 
gradual perfection, and conſequently analogous 
to the progreſs of individual life. An infancy, 
a youth, and a manhood, are clearly diſcernible in 


the ſeveral ſtages of religious communication. 


Accordingly, to an attentive examiner, well 
verſed in the manners of his ſpecies. and the 
compoſition of the human mind, the J7ewiſſi in- 
ſtitution will appear admirably calculated for the 
exigencies of that people, to whom it was diſ- 


penſed. Accuſtomed, as the IJſraelites had been 
for ſuch a ſeries of years, to the contemplation 
and prattice of gentile ſuperſtition under it's moſt 


ignoble ſtate of degradation in Agypt*; they 


P Exod. xxxii. I; Deut. xxxii. 16 and 17. 


Tade Ty, rag 9 die rpib e Tooouloy TWY OvAou- 
Lt 


8 Ax ts8avy ol 


were obviouſly unfit for a pure ſyſtem of mere | 


rational and intellectual religion: and indeed any 
ſcheme of worſhip, materially different from the 
tenour of the Moſaic ordinances, would have 
outraged every principle of prudence, ſuggeſted 
by an infight into human life. The natural and 


moral ſyſtems are correſpondent in this reſpeR. 
The eye, long ſhut up in darkneſs, would be de- 
ſtroyed by the ſudden glare of day-light. And 


an attempt at haſty reformation, like an inſtan- 
taneous tranſition from intemperance to ſobri- 
ety*, would not only defeat it's own purpoſe, 


* but „ the object of wh That 


[REVAV Uνʒ iq qe ul. Ws Ys ue TwTPIOU agerne eig 
Aub endew* Ty de mag Aryurliog HY p TOLG Puoug re- 


evexbyver, we ner wydev AryutTIay TWY TpoTuy * 


done. Euſ. Præp. Ev. vii. 8. 


* To de TW gay, oM ec WS ROY YOTATOY Nat cet 


r] OITIQY TE %,, Kit TwWy TIT, 01019 elwher gpeecbo, 


r oryov* vu Yeo Uf Tuxeng Thv dir, di 


Meu aro TYG ferTeaborys vewTegv Tr yiveola EV To chern. 
Hippocrates de natura Hominis. 


+ Our le 6 Teprivet, Ext Leiguces Ev has: TUITHR cæver- 


HEN, erer oude Eyva, l reg EMTepITUTO» 
TPRY [HRT WY, OTE ROUVETOY ECIY tYpor ννj,Ii¹“ K% ON E - 
Gb, NN, erreg Ti. A, let TONTIUY, HATHCUT t Kpoveu 
nat co lg outer. Dion Caſſius, Ixiii. 10. : 
& Let us here admire God's wiſdom in our firſt reformers, 


who proceeded ſo moderately in a matter of ſo great conſe- 


quence. To reform all at once, had been the ready way to 
reform nothing at all, New wine muſt be gently poured into 
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primary article of all religion, the vx1Ty of the 
firſt cauſe, and the ſupreme dominion of IE Ho- 
var throughout the univerſe, were points at all 
events to be ſecured; and were accordingly made 
the fundamental principles of the Moſaic ſyſtem 
of faith and practice. But a variety of ceremo- 
nial performances, ſuch as the Jews had long 
uſed and revered, were in all reaſon to be in- 
dulged to the groſs conceptions of a ſtubborn, 
ſenſual, and unenlightened race of men. Mate- 
rial impreſſions, manual ſervices, and animal ſa- 
crifices were expedient and neceſſary to occupy 
the attention“ and to reform the habits of theſe 

rude votaries of religion. Conſidered in this 
light, the Levitical polity, if I miſtake not, will 
be found pregnant with intrinſic wiſdom and 
conſummate ſagacity : independent of the beauty, 
the dignity, and the benevolence of the moral 


old bottles, leſt the ſtrength of the liquor, advantaged with 
the violence of the infuliof, break the veſſel,” Fuller's 
Church-hiſtory, book vii. Compare Matt. ix. 15—18. where 
the ſame propriety is enforced by our Saviour, 


* Lyranus expoſuit ſpeciales fines, propter quos Deus 
Tfraeli tot imperavit ſacrificia. Primus eſt, ut eos a con- 
ſueta Idolatria dimoveret : cultus enim veri Det tantam 
curam requirebat, ut vix ullum tempus poſſent reperire de 
idolis cogitandi. Et ipſæ, quas ſacrificabant, beſtiæ docere 
eos poterant vanitatem idolorum Ægypti, que ipſi ali- 
quando coluerant. Mactatio quippi bovis vel arietis clare 
oſtendebat Apim ac Hammonem vanitatem eſſe meram, Lights 
I. Compare Matt. ix. 8. 
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code of Moſes, which is impreſſed with indubita- 


ble marks of the divinity. 

From the limit of the legation of Maker to the 
confines of the Babyloni/h captivity, the infancy 
df revealed religion may be computed. During 
that eaptivity, and onwards to the appearance 
of the Meſſiah, the great teachers of the Few?/h 
nation were gradually inculcating on their coun. 
trymen a purer and more ſublime morality, a 


more unencumbered ſpiritual devotion. . The 


utter inſignificancy of ceremonial obſervances 
in the eye of the ſupreme Being, when put in 
competition with refined affettions, with active 


| benevolence, and a holy life, were maintained in 


the moſt explicit language and with the moſt 
earneſt aſſiduity. The truly evangelical declara- 
tion of the prophet Micah was the ſubſtance of 
prophetic admonition: He hath ſhewed thee, O! 
man, what is good; and what doth the lord require 


of thee, but to do juſily, to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly with thy God & They declared, that the 
common father of mankind would accept in 
every place, as well as in Jeruſalem, the bloodleſs 
ſacrifices of benevolent and uſeful actions; and 
the pure incenſe of a blameleſs converſationt. 
And, it is moſt certain from the writings of their 
teachers and from hiſtoric evidence not to be 
queſtioned, the doctrine of a rcſurrection from the 


* Micah, vi, 8. T Zeph. ii, 11. Mal. i, 11. 
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grave conſtituted an article ſo undiſputed in the 
Ferviſh creed, that a diſbelief of it was conſidered as 
on enormity and a ſingularity, equally peculiar and 
remarkable with infidelity at this day. This period 
may be termed the youth of revelation: Chriſtianity 
was 1t's manhood and maturity. The ſtupendous 
doctrine of redemption from the conſequences of 
Adam's tranſgreſſion, by the achievement of immor- 
tality through the medium of the Mxss1an; a 
doctrine, proclaimed, exemplified, and aſcertained 
by Feſas of Nazareth, was inculcated on mankind 
amidſt a moſt auguſt diſplay of cæleſtial agency, 
accompanying this unexampled communication of 
the deity; the completion and concluſion, it ſhould 
ſeem, of all his religious diſpenſations to the human 
race. | 
But, in my judgement, the ſame analogy and 
progreſſion, which I have endeavoured to point 
out, with reſpe& to the ſchemes of revelation at 
large, are true alſo of the Chriſtian diſpenſation in 
it's ſeparate capacity: I mean, that ſome of the 
goſpel inſtitutions were immediately and ſolely cal- 
culated for the infancy and the youth of it's profeſ- 
ſors; and many practices*, during this twilight of 
Fudaiſm and Chriſtianity, were then prevalent, but 


* The apoſtles appear to have perſevered in their obſer- 
vance-of the Jewiſh ritual, and to have aſſociated it, as far as 
was practicable, with Chriſtianity. This is ſufficiently evident 
from their hiſtory in the A#s, But the greater part of the 
Jewiſh ſyſtem was rendered impracticable by the deſtruftion 

5 1 = . „ 
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not obligatory even in thoſe 1 . and much leſs 
in a future period, on thoſe Chriſtians, who had 
attained a more ſpiritual apprehenſion of their 
religion, and could digeſt the frong meat of men 


grown up to he fullneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt*. 


This general idea I ſhall attempt to enforce by 


_ conſidering three inſtitutions, as they are eſteemed, 


of Chriſtianity: though my firſt topic of diſcuſſion, 
that of public worſhip, need not have recourſe to 
this hypotheſis for ſupport; having no title, I ap- 
prehend, as it is now performed, to an injunction, or 
practice, of Chriſt and his apoſtles. But, if it were 


an original appendage of the goſpel, this argument 


of progreſſi ve practical perfection, grounded on the 
exigencies of carly times, the genius of the goſpel, 
the analogy of the divine diſpenſations, and the 
character of the human mind, would conſtitute 
alone, in my eſtimation, an irrefragable objection, 


oppoſed by nothing better than mere uſage and 


preſcription. 
The fi ſubje&t-+, which I 8 to conſider 


is, The expediency and propriety of public, or ſocial, 


of Jeruſalem and the removal of the Iſraelites from their native 
land, as Euſebius well argues in his Evangelical Demonſtration. 
The Jews ought to have paid more attention to this practical 
proof of the abolition of their ceremonial law, 


* Heb. v. 14. Eph. iv. 13. | 
. F The other two, A more accurate Account of Baptiſm, 


than my former treatiſe ; and, An Enquiry into the Perpe- 
tuity of the Lord's Supper, will follow as ſoon as my avo- 
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worſhip: and I ſhall treat of it under the following 
heads of diſcuſſion : 


SECTION 1 


THE PRACTICE OF OUR SAVIOUR HIMSELF. 

For, I think, it is allowed by every claſs of 
Chriſtians without exception, that we are bound to 
be imitators of Chrift*; and that be left us an example, 
that we ſhould follow bis ſteps- f. 
| Upon this queſtion, our only guides are the 
_ evangeliſts, who have compoſed narratives, and 
in many reſpects circumſtantial narratives, of the 
life and actions of their maſter. This is the au- 
thority, to which all believers will Bt the knee: 
this is the tribunal, by which all our controverſies 
muſt be awarded. I ſhall bring forwards thoſe 
paſſages, that have any relation to this ſubject, in 
the order preſented to us by the goſpels themſelves, 
beginning with the goſpel of Sr. Matthew. 

And, when Jeſus had ſent the multitudes away, 
he went up into a mountain apart to pray : and, 
when the evening was come, he was there alone fg. 


cations and inclinations will permit, and the Public call 
for them. But churchmen and diſſenters are equally averſe to 
unlearn the creed of their mother Eunice and their grandmother 
Lois. Je have taken away my gods ! cried Micah to the Danites. 
Our craft is in danger to be ſet at nouglit ſaid Demetrius to the 
Epheſians, 
1 COr®h 4. T4 Pet. ii. 21, 
+ Matt, xiv. 23. compare Mark vi, 46 and 47. 


0 
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Our Saviour had juſt been feeding, by a mira- 
culous ſupply of proviſions, five thouſand men, beſides 
women and children, in a deſart place, and diſtreſſed 
for food. Whilſt their hearts were expanding with 
gratitude to their benefactor, and their fouls wrapt 
in admiration of this ſtupendous exertion on their 
behalf; what a glorious opportunity, one would 
have thought, was then offered for ſocial worſhip 
with the multitude! At leaſt all methodiſts, and moſt 
diſſenters*, of our times, would have ſer about the 


* Men, who have been educated in the church of England, 
will find an exerciſe for all their faith in believing the account 
of this rigorous diſcipline even among diſſenters of our time; 


mwmoſt ſadly degenerated as they are in this reſpect from the 


glorious mortifications of their anceſtors. In ſome diſſenting 


academies, as I am credibly informed, the day is uſhered in 


with a prayer of half an hour, preceded or followed by a 
chapter in the Bible be it long or ſhort; then comes the 
hymn as a finiſhing appendix to this work of devotion. Be- 
fore the lecture in divinity, a petition is offered up, ſome- 
thing like one of the collects in the church-liturgy, to him that 
worketh great matvels to give the tutor, I preſume, underſtand- 
ing and knowledge, and the pupil, patience and docility. The 
evening concludes with a counterpart of the morning-ſervice. 
Beſides theſe petty diurnal exercitations for ſpiritual im- 


provement, the ſtudents have private meetings, or clubs, to 


practiſe themſelves in the gift of prayer : and each takes al- 
ternately a ſeparate province; going through in his courſe 
the routine of aſcriptions, confeſſions, ſupplications, intercęſſions, and 
every other figure of theological rhetoric. But even this is 
juſt nothing at all to the painful devotional performances 
of ſome private families, which beggar every thing that was 
ever heard of in this way, except the perſeverance of Stmeon 
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pious operation with all imaginable fervour, and 
have continued their prayers, as Paul did his 

preaching, till midnight; till returning hunger might 
have demanded the interference of a ſecond miracle 
to ſatisfy the multitude. How different from ſuch 
fanaticiſm was the conduct of the ſon of God! that 
ſon, who was admitted into the boſom of his father, 
to an intimate knowledge of the divine will and 
counſels He, as on all other occaſions, left the 
people to the ſecret impreſſions and undiſturbed 
impulſe of their own mind: he conſigned them to 
their private meditations on that wonderful event, 
which could not fail to meliorate their hearts and 
influence the conduct, by that gradual and uncon- 
ſtrained proceſs, which is conformable to the uniform 
dealings of providence with mankind. In the mean 
time, Jeſus himſelf, far from the buſtle and in- 
ſpection of this congregation, retired to offer up his 
unoſtentatious devotions to that omnipreſent ſpirit, 
who ſaw in ſecret, and would reward him openly. 
The receſſes of a mountain and the gloom of night | 
furniſhed the ſtage and ſcenery for the interceſſions | 
and ſupplications of the holy Nazarene. His temple 


the pullar-percher ; and would ſuffuſe the cheek of the moſt 
rigid Iſraclite with a conſcious bluſh of inferiority. My 
nurſing-mother does not owe me many obligations ; and there- 
fore I ſhould be uncandid and injurious indeed, if I did not 
bear her this teſtimony, that ſhe enjoins and prattiſes no 


ceremonies in any degree ſo abſurd and contemptible as 
theſe, 
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was the univerſe; his altar the footflool of Jebovab; 
his incenſe, filent communication with the b 
and his ſanctuary, his own ſpotleſs heart. | 
Then cometh Jeſus with the diſciples to a place 
called Gethſemane, and ſaith unto them: Sit ye here, 
while T go and pray yonder. And he went forwards 
a little, about a foone' 5 caſt ; and kneeted down and 
Prayed“. ls 
Greater horrors of approaching ſufferings, more 
exquiſite agony of apprehenſion, than our meek and 


gentle maſter ſuffered at this criſis, never agitated the 


breaſt of man. According to the prevalent notions 


of prayer and devotion in after times, no occaſion 


could call more loudly for ſympathiſing and ſocial 
ejaculations, than this before us. In the ſeaſons of 
diſtreſs, under the preſſure of diſeaſe, and with the 
proſpect of diſſolution, the officious papiſt intrudes 
himſelf, like death, called or uncalled+, into the 
retirements of the ſufferer, and inflicts upon him the 
conſolations of religion. In the fame ſpirit, our 
proteſtant papiſts aſſiſt their votary in making his 
peace with that Being, who delights in a willing 
ſervice, and has no where promiſed his rewards to 
any profeſſions of love and gratitude at ſuch a junc- 
ture; but will weigh DISINTERESTED ACTION 
only in the balance. I b hungry, and ye gave me 
meat: I Twas thirſly, and ye gave me drinkj. No 
Luke xxii. 41. 
HORe 


* Matt. xxvi. 36. Mark xiv. 32, 
+ Hocatus, et non vocatus, audit, 
1 Matt. xxv. 35% | 
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one for ſaying, Lord! Lord! ſhall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven; but he, that doeth the will of my 
father, which is in heaven*.---But our Saviour did 
not call upon his diſciples to join him in ſocial | 
prayer at this time. And who knows what is good 
for man and pleaſing to God, like Jeſus of 
Nazareth? 

To the ſame purpoſe, in juſtification of private 
prayer and in diſcouragement of ſocial orſbip, are 
the following paſſages of the life of Zeſus. | 

And he withdrew humfelf into the wilderneſs, 
and prayed f. 

And it came to paſs in thoſe Son that he went 
out into a mountain to pray; and continued all 
night in prayer to Godt. g 

And it came to paſs, as he was lon praying: 
hus diſciples were with him. 

This laſt ſcripture appears to me peculiarly per- 
tinent, and to deſerve a minute attention. Our 
Lord was detached from the multitude ; whoſe 
tumultuous murmurs indeed, or rude importunities, 
or unharmoniſing humours**, might have broken 
in upon the tranquility and decorum of united wor- 
ſhip: but his diſciples were with him; and their 
ſociety furniſhed a moſt commodious juncture for 
ſpiritual improvement, by exerciſing the gift of 
prayer and refining the devotional taſte forſooth! 


* Matt. vii. 21. Luke v. 16. vi. 22. || ix. 18. 


** . VAarius frenor, aut ſtudia in contraria rapti 
DPlſenſus ut plebe ſolet. | STAT. 
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in a free effuſion, or a preconcerted form; as the 
ſentiments of theſe worſhippers might lead them 
either to a coincidence with the practice of our 


 eftabliſkment, or that of the diſſenters from it. But 


obſerve, reader! the reſult; and conſider with thy- 
ſelf, whether the example be not worthy of imita- 
tion: Our LoRD chooles to pray ALONE, at ſome 
little diſtance, it ſhould ſeem, at the ſpace of a 
one's throw perhaps, from his friends and fa- 
vourites! This Saviour of the world had no reliſh 
for public prayer! Whereas our modern devotees 
would regard a brother, who ſhould prefer a {till 
communion with God and his own heart, to the 
yociferation and grimace of their ſocial worſhip, as 
one, who degraded the character and name of 
Chriſtian. They would diſcard him without 


ſcruple, as an iufectious and peſtilential heretic, 


from their ſociety; he would be unto them as a 
heathen and a publican. The hereſy, however, of 
this outcaſt, with ſuch authorities to give it coun- 
tenance, is preferable, in my eſtimation, to the 
whole medley of vain babblings, and noiſy ſhew, 
and frantic geſtures, and ſolemn viſages, of all the 
Zhariſaical enthuſiaſts in the univerſe. 

Nor would there be any difficulty in pointing 
out many other ſeaſons in the life of Jeſs, as re- 
corded by our evangeliſts, in which ſocial prayer 
might have been reaſonably expected, and in aſter 


ages would certainly have been practiſed, with more 


or leſs mercy, according to the complexion of the 
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times, upon the ſuffering aſſembly. But you will 
ſay, This is preſumption and bypotbefis. True: and, 
if this preſumption and hypothefis were accompanied 
by no arguments, direct, explicit, and not to be 
eluded, ſuch inferences might be regarded as mere 
conjecture, of no efficacy in the preſent queſtion. 
Give me now in return any thing beſides mere 
gratuitous fancy and ſuperſtitious practice; give 
me but ons SINGLE POSITIVE PROOF of the ex- 
iſtence of ſocial worſhip between EHRIST and his 
APOSTLES ;---and I retire with ſhame from the 
field of conteſt, and reſign the victory. Is it poſ- 
fible for any diſpute to be ſubmitted ro a more 
equitable iſſue*, than this before us? Will ye follow 
cuſtom, or ſcripture? your prieſts, or Chriſt? I lay. 
in the language of the 1/raelizes to their brethren ; 
Conſider of it, and ſpeak your minds. Chriſtians, who 
pretend to a love of enquiry and a regard for the 
{criptures, might be aſhamed to defend practices, 
which reſt on no better authority, than the Popup 
trumpery of traditionary ſuperſtitions. 

7ohn in the xviith chapter of his goſpel, has given 
us a longer prayer of Jeſus to his father; but no 
mention is made of any invitation to his apoſtles to 
Join, or afi/t, him in theſe devotions. And our 


* Define quapropter, novitate exterritus ipſd, 
Deſpuere ex animo rationem : ſed magis acri 
Fudicio perpende ; et, fi tibi vera videtur, 


Dede manus ; aut, i falſa eft, accingere contra. 
| LUCRETIUSs 
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hiſtorian, his favourite diſciple, ſo mately ac- 
quainted with the manners and ſentiments and diſ- 
courſes of his divine maſter, has left not even the 


Mighteſt memorial ref pecting him, that I can diſ- 


Dover, which will juſtify any follower of J7eſus in 
the continuance of ſuch ꝝnited devotions as are 
cuſtomary with us, in a family or a congregation. 


No; this practice ſeems to be a part of that hay and 


Abb, which has been laid on the foundation of 
Chriſtianity by officious Dn, to be deſtroyed by 
fire. 

We are told in various paſſages by the goſpel- 
writers, that our Lord frequented the Fewiſh ſyna- 
Logues, wherever he came; that he was a conſtant 
attendant in the 7emple, when at . Feruſalem; that he 
went into private families on many occaſions; and 
in all theſe inſtances, not to pray, (obſerve chat, 
reader !) but for the ſole purpoſe of promoting, by 
incidental admonition and pious leſſons, the ſub- 
ſtantial improvement of his hearers, in the know- 
ledge and practice of genuine ſpiritual benevolent 
religion; a religion, not conſiſting of outward exhibi- 
tions, but of inward influence; not in the honour of 
the lips, but the aſpirations of the Heart; not in the 
vain oblations of ceremonial homage, but in the pure 
offering of the wnoLE MAN, body and ſpirit, on the 
altar of the divine will; a religion, conſiſting, in 


ſhort, of a complete dedication of our thoughts, _ 


facultiss, and actions, through every moment of 
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exiſtence, to Gop's SERVICE. Yes: the captain of 
our ſalvation was accuſtomed both to walt, and 
teach, and heal the fick, and diſpute, and preach 1 
the goſpel*, but never PRAYED, in the temple. 
We are told of his inſtruftions and admonitions 
in their ſpnagogues and houſes, bur not a ſyllable 
of joint prayer, or ſocial worſhip.---And what ſhall 
we ſay to theſe things? Is it poſſible, that realities 
of this important nature could have eſcaped the 
_ obſervation of theſe eye-witneſſes of the life and 
actions of our Saviour; theſe conſtant companions 
of his journeys, of his public appearances,» and 
his retirements? Or, on the other hand, is it pro- 
bable, that the evangeliſts ſhould decline recording 
ſuch uſages of their maſter for our benefit? Or 
can any other ſuppoſition be deviſed to extricate. 
the patron of ſocial zwor ſhip from this GY 
dilemma? | 

Beneath the ſhield of theſe m an thoſe 
of the next ſection, I take my ſtand; and call 
upon churchmen and diſſenters of every perſuaſion, to 
aſſail me upon true ſcriptural principles and the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity. But the little chil- 
dren in the market-place will not dance to this 
piping, nor lament to this mourning, of their fellow, 


* Matt. xxi. 14. Mark xi. 27, Luke ii, 46. xix. 47, 


Ni. 24 


+ Matt. iv. 2g. ix. 35. xiii. 3, 4 Mark iii. 1. Luke iv. 
23, 16. x. 39. and many other paſſages in all the goſpels, 
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SECTION II. 


OF THE PRECEPTS OF OUR SAVIOUR, 


| In the next place, let us take a view of the pre- 
*cepts of our Lord, relating to this ſubject: which 
may be ranked under r-Ʒm¾ heads. 1. Such as di- 
reftly and literally prove public worſhip to be un- 
authoriſed by Chriſtianity, and inconſiſtent with it: 
and 2. Such as by inevitable young dif; prove and 
condemn this practice. 

1. We will exhibit ow direct evidences own this 
point. 

And, when thou frayeſt, be not as the . 


for. they love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, 


and in the corners of the ſtreets, that they may be 


feen by men: verily I ſay unto you, they have their 


reward. But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into 
thy cloſet ; and, when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray 
to thy father, who is in ſecret ; and thy father, 
who ſeeth in ſecret, will reward thee openly*. 

To the lover of truth, who wiſhes to. adjuſt his 
conduct by the ſtandard of the goſpel, this em- 
phatic paſſage will appear of ineſtimable value, 
and indiſputable as demonſtration. The whole 
weight of the queſtion might be ſecurely reſted 
on this adamantine pillar: and we may defy 
either the ſubtleties of argument to undermine 
it's baſe, or the force of evidence to throw .it 
down. Our divine maſter is here introduced 


Matt. yi. 5 and 6. 
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as directing his diſciples, in the cleareſt and moſt 
_ unequivocal declaration that language can con- 
vey, upon the very point of duty, which occupies 
our enquiries. What exception can be imagined 
to teſtimony like this? | 
Even the uſe of /olitary prayer in the /ynagogue 
or any public aſſembly of men, is not obſcurely 
diſapproved by this text; becauſe the reaſon of 
diſapprobation, here alledged againſt thoſe Zew:/A 
hypocrites, is infeparable from the circumſtances 
of the caſe: ſuch a mode of prayer muſt AI- 
ways of neceſſity carry an appearance of oftenta- 
tion with it.” And more notoriouſly muſt this 
effect take place, in the devotions of ſocial wor- 
ſhippers. But, if inferences drawn from the 
former verſe of this quotation be liable to diſ- 
pute, the injunctions of the latter at leaſt admit 
of no evaſion: they are univerſally intelligible, 
and irreſiſtibly convincing. The witneſs of our 
prayers, according to the command of our great 
inſtructor, is not to be the congregation of Chriſ 
tians, but the inviſible father of mankind. The 
theatre of our devotions muſt not be the chapel, 
the church, or the cathedral ; tumultuous with 
the buſy hum of men: but the ſecreſy and ſilence 
of the cloſet. It is not, Feſus tells us, the duty 
of an humble Chriftian, by ringing his bell or 
blowing his horn, to invite multitudes of ſpeQa- 
tors to ſtimulate the fervour and to teſtify the 
patience of his devotions; ke is not expetted to 
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ſhew his homage to the ruler of the univerſe, as 
we pay our reſpects to earthly potentates, in 
crouds and pomp and tumult :—we muſt ut the 
door even of our cloſet, that no eye, ſo much as 
of our own houſhold, may obtrude upon the 
tranquility of our meditations, and no vanity be 
oratified by the curious obſervance of an admi- 
ring brother. Our concern is with God only. 
Let his inſpection be our applauſe ; and our re- 
compence, his approbation. The features of 
reſignation, unſeen by man, will be faithfully 
marked by his eye: the ſecret whiſper, the re- 
tired ſigh, unheard in the congregation, will 
vibrate on his ear, and be regiſtered in the vo- 
lume of his remembrance, to teſtify in our favour 
before men and angels, when the formalities and 
fopperies of ceremonial worſhip are ſwept into 


oblivion. 


Jeſus faith unto her: Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye Mall neither in this moun— 
tain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip the father. 

But the hour cometh and now is, when the true 


worſhippers ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and 


in truth : for the father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 


him. God is a ſpirit ; and they, that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhnp him in ſpirit and in truth®. 
If we attend merely to the literal acceptation of 


* John iv. 21,33, 24. 
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the former verſe, it muſt be allowed that the 2250 
temples of the Jews and Samaritans were alone in- 
tended by our Saviour: but, when the latter verſe 
alſo is taken into conſideration, the abolition of all 
temple worſhip, that is, of all public devotion, and, by 
fair inference, every ſpecies of ceremonial religion, is 
ſpoken of, as deſigned to take place at ſome period 
not long ſubſequent to the time of this conference 
with the woman of Samaria. God was providing 
for himſelf, under the new diſpenſation of the 
Meſſiah, a collection of worſhippers better ſuited to 
the ſpirituality of his own nature, than the Jes or 
Samaritans; of whom the latter are cenſured as miſ- 
taken in their pretenſions, and the former as ſcru- 
pulouſly occupied in the ſuperſtitious diſcharge of 
a burthenſome and multifarious ceremonial. In 
oppoſition to the Samaritans, the affections of the 
new ſubjects of Jehovah were to be fixed on a true 
object, exhibited in his proper character, as the 
univerſal benevolent parent of mankind: and again, 
in oppoſition to the Fezos, the diſciples of Jeſus 
were to transfer their homage from the forms and 
ſhadows of godlineſs to the ſubſtance; from external 
offices to inward piety; from purifications by water, 
and ſacrifices, and oblations, to a rational and men- 
tal devotion ;—to the uniform conſecration of the 
thoughts and affections, the heart and ſoul, to the 
will of it's creator“. This is the worſhip, which is 


* EO cru rouę oAws uebiecouvre; Tw Qew va Ta ve Agy- 
eee evTou Aya, x 0uLaTi ues XK evexemevu. Euſeb. 
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moſt acceptable to God; and this muſt be paid, 
to the. abſolute relinquiſhment of every other, 
by thoſe, who wiſh to accompliſh our Saviour's 
prediction, and to become the TRUE WORSHIP- 
PERS Of the father. | | | 
From this emphatical 4 of our maſter, 
than which nothing more deciſive upon the preſent 
argument can be imagined, I paſs on to the conſi - 
deration of | 

2. The indirect evidence upon this queſtion. 

In reference to the manner, in which public wor- 
ſhip is conducted among many ſects of Chriſtians, 
the following aſſertion of our Lord concerning the 
eaſineſs of his religion, is by no means inapplicable: 

My yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light*. 

Every man muſt be left to his own judgement; 
but, for myſelf, I feel no difficulty in acknowledging, 
that the length and frequency of family and public 


| Hevotions with fome denominations, and particularly 
the majority of the diſſenters, would be to me a 


moſt irklome yoke; an intolerable burden. With 
diſpoſitions as ſerious, with a love of virtue as ar- 
dent, with a faith as fincere, as actuates any devotee 

| Chriſtendom, I yawned at long prayers in my 
childbeod; I flumbered over them in my maturer years: 
happy that I was not born a ſon of the circumciſion, 
a babe of puritaniſin, or a nurſling of the mother of 
the ſaints. 

Now can theſe practices be at all conformable to 


* Matt. xi. 30. 
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the genius of Chriſtianity, that introduce the incum- 
brances of Fudaiſm and Popery again? What then 
1s become of the ſpiritual worſhip of the goſpel; and 
where is that liberty, with which Chriſt hath made us 
free, if we muſt entangle ourſelves once more with ſuch 
a yoke of bondage! Generally ſpeaking, what is con- 
ducive to the religious welfare of one deſcription of 
men, would be equally beneficial to another: but 
the buſineſs of human life muſt be ſuſpended, the 
world would languiſh in ſupineneſs and relapſe to 
barbariſm, if that portion of time were deducted 
from uſeful occupations and honourable purſuits, 
which ſome of the clerical fraternity and other mem- 
bers of our cathedrals (ſome, I ſay; for much the 
greater part diſpenſe with theſe formalities) miſem- 
ploy in going backwards and forwards three times 
a day to public worſhip. Envious indeed muſt that 
man be, who can grudge the labouring clergy, as the 
humility of their brother Bp. Horſley ſtyles them, 
the little emoluments of their ſtations, accompanied 

by ſuch mortification and drudgery as this! In 
them is that faying true: One (the euRATE) ſorveth: 
and another (the RECTOR) reapethÞ. 


Gal. v. 1. 

+ John iv. 37. Two or three years ago I paſt through 
Peterborouzh, and went to view the Cathedral with ſome 
friends, This church is, I believe, moderately furniſhed with 
biſhops, deans, pretendaries, and other uſcful and conſcientious 
members, who earn the emoluments of this place by living 
in another, to the glory of God and the edification of the 
people committed to their charge: but we only knew 
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But I jay unto you, that in this place is one 
greater than the temple. N 
The ſon of man is Lord even of the ſabbath days. 
Slender muſt his acquaintance be with the writ- 
ings of the New Teftament, who has not obſerved 
the indirect and incidental manner, in which our 
Lord delivers ſome of his moſt important precepts; 
leaving his ſuggeſtions to their uninfluenced im- 
preſſions on the docility of his hearers. He made 
his appeal to the candid, and teachable, and unde- 
praved mind; never earneſt in ſoliciting the notice 
of men whole immoral lives, or untoward diſpo- 
fitions, diſallowed an unbiaſſed contemplation of 
the truth, bo ſo hath ears to bear, let him hear. 
Now, from an attention to this ſtriking peculiarity 
of our divine preceptor, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the paſſages above quoted, convey a 
tacit intimation of his intentions allo; and were de- 
ſigned, not only to aſſure us of the /#periority of the 
Chriſtian revelation to the Jewiſh ritual, but to in- 
timate the utter inſignificance of the zemple and the 


| fabbath under the diſpenſation of the goſpel; t 


pronounce the entire diſperſion of zemple rites, and 


from our ears, that it was the time of divine ſervice, as 
the virger informed us. At length, however, we ſaw ſome 
hving creatures; the parſon, clerk and choriſters, with cheru- 
bic faces, blithe as the huſbandman at the completion of 


nis labours; and Two pariſhioners. I mean to be liberal; 
for I am not ſure, that there was more than ONE at this 


celebration of ruBL1Cc WORSUHIT. 
* Matt, Xii. 6. 8. 
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ſabbatical inſtitutions, by the bright preſence and 
energetic” influence of Chriſtianity, like miſts before 
the fun. All things are become new in Ghriſt* : ſo 
that the femple and it's ſervices, the ſabbath and it's 
| ſocial worſhip, are now no more: they are annihi- 
lated by Ihe captain of our ſalvation, who hath reſ- 
cued us from this bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the ſons of God f. 


 Alaſs ! for you, ſcribes and phariſees, hyp0= 
erites ! for ye devour widows* houſes, and for a 
hretence make long prayers: therefore ye ſhall re- 
ceive the greater puntſhmentÞ. 

This expoſtulation does not neceſſarily involve, 
we own, an abſolute cenſure of theſe long prayers 
of the phariſees, here ſpecified: but, if we reflect on 
other parts of the conduct of our Lord]; if we ob- 
ſerve the ſhort formulary, which he himſelf laid 
down as the ſtandard of our devotions, and the 
brevity with which he urged his own petition, in a 
moſt agoniſing moment, Father! if it be poſſible, let 
this cup paſs from me] if we take, I ſay, all theſe 
conſiderations into our account, it muſt be thought 
highly probable even from is paſſage, that our Lord 
deſigned to expreſs his diſapprobation of LoNG 
PRAY EHS. But this concluſion becomes ſtill more 
reaſonable, if we obſerve alſo, how, in a former diſ- 
courle to his diſciples, he cautioned them againſt 


2 Cor. v. 17. f Rom, viii, 21, 4 Matt, xxiii. 14. 
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vain repetitions in their prayers after the manner of the 
heathen; and at the ſame time reflect, that long 
Prayers are ſcarcely practicable without ſome of that 
idle and babbling tautology ſo explicitly forbidden. 
What, for inſtance, can fly more directly in the 
face of this prohibition, than the Liturgy of the 
church of England? The Lord's prayer is repeated 
with ſuch inceflant volubility, that neither prieſt nor 
people can poſſibly ſummon their faculties to a diſ- 
tint apprehenſion of each petition at every revo- 
Intion; not to mention, how often it is gabbled 
over in a manner unſpeakably offenſive to every 
hearer, who has not loft, through theſe ſhocking 
habits, a proper ſenſe of that awful veneration, with 
which a defenceleſs dependent creature ſhould ap- 
proach the footſtool of Omnipotence. Some other 
repetitions of the Liturgy, as the Gloria Patri for 
example, however judicious and ſcriptural it may be 
in itſelf, is a moſt ſhameful violation of our Lord's 
direction; a direction, no more regarded in theſe 
ipſtances, than a command of Mahomet, a maxim 
of Confucius, or a tradition of Manco Capac. So has 
OUR CHURCH learned Chriſt! | 

More paſſages of ſcripture might be heat 
with great propriety in eſtabliſhment'of the pro- 
poſition now before us; but is it requiſite to 
dwell with ſo much ſcruple on lefs obvious ar- 
guments, when others have been adduced, fo 
pointed, unequivocal, and pertinent? Nor, on 
the other hand, are the ohjettions, which may 
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be advanced in oppoſition to the general conclu- 
ſion of ſuch a magnitude as to render a long diſ- 
cuſhon neceſſary. What texts appear to me not 
unlikely to be eſteemed unfavourable to my con- 
cluſion, ſhall now be preſented to the reader. 


SECTION 111. 
OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED, | 
TRE addreſs in the Lord's prayer, our father, 


and not my father, may ſeem to imply a ſociety 
of worſhippers, uniting in the petitions of that 


| formulary of devotion. But this argument will 


appear of no weight, if we reflect, that the capi- 
tal precept of Chriſtianity is UNIVERSAL BENE= 
VOLENCE ; and that the whole tenour and ſpirit 
of this religion, in which there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, no diſtinction of ſeR, nation 
or profeſſion, before God, —inculcates an idea 
of the perfect equality of all mankind, as the 
offspring of one common parent, and labours 
to inſpire us with a ſympathetic intereſt in the 
welfare of each other. How then can a pro- 
feſſor of this diſintereſted comprehenſive ſyſtem, 
expreſsly commanded, as he is, to look not on his 
own things only, but on the things of others*;— 
the ſum and ſubſtance of whoſe religion is, 20 


Phil. ii. 4. 
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love his nezghbour as himſelf* ;—how ſhall ſuch a 

man, I ſay, under theſe circumſtances, offer up 
even his private devotions but as one amongit 
many children in the family of the father of the 
univerſe? This worſhipper, under the influence 
of the expanded philanthropy of the goſpel, aſ- 
ſociated with all his attions and invigorating 


every emotion of his ſoul ; this worſhipper, I 


ſay, ſhut up indeed as to the body in a cloſet, 
but expatiating in idea among all the families of 


the earth ; will habitually cry out, not my Va- 


ther, but ous father | not wy God, but OUR 
God ! 

Another objeftion may vob be raiſed from 
Matt. xvii. 20, 

For, where two or three are e gathered together in 


my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 


But, let me aſk, can two or three be aſſembled 
in the name of God, that is, I preſume, to pro- 
mote his glory and the purpoſes of providence, 
on no other occaſion but that of public worſhip 2 
Is human happineſs, the grand objett of the di- 


vine adminiſtration, to be promoted no where 
but in a church or chapel ; and by no means, but 


the united noiſes of a par/on, and his clerk, and 
the congregation 2 Suppoſe now, for example, 


there ſhould exiſt in any country, a king, totally 
-  unconcerned for the real honour and welfare of 


Matt. xxii. 39. 
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his people, ſolely occupied in gratifying his own 
humours and aggrandiſing himſelf and family, 
whilſt his ſubjeRs are ſinking beneath the preſſure: 
of accumulated burdens ; ſuppoſe alſo, that 
this king is encompaſſed by favourites, inſolent 
arbitrary and unfeeling, and guided by miniſters, 
whoſe public lives are one uniform ſeries of 
practical political depravity : in this caſe, ſhould 
any number of people meet in conſultation upon 
the means of redreſling theſe grievances, and 
ſtopping this career of wickedneſs ;—will any 
man venture to aſſert, that ſuch patriots are not 


as effectually and truly aſſembled in the name of 


that God, who has appointed governours only for 
the GOOD of the governed; as any congregation 
whatever can be, in the performance of public 
wor/hip 2 I think not. 8 

1 might quote too Luke iii. 21. Jeſus alſo 
being baptiſed and praying : but this paſſage; and 
whatever others there may be at all reſembling 
it, would be interpreted as infering ſocial prayer, 
rather than private and mental, without any pre- 
tence imaginable. Beſides, ſhould this, or any 
parallel text, which T may have either undeſign- 
edly overlooked, or diſregarded as unimportant, 
appear to the reader of conſequence in the pre- 
ſent queſtion; he will do well in turn to conſi- 
der the evidences on the other fide, and to ba- 


* Rom. xiii. 4, 
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lance his ſuſpicions againſt the direct and plain 
authorities, which have been before 65nd 


and decide accordingly. 


A follower of the example and a ſubjest of tho 
laws of Jeſus Chriſt will acquieſce in nothing 
but ſome action, or ſome precept, unequivocally 
declaratory of the intentions of his maker; and 
will adopt with heſitation the conduct of the 
multitude, without the precedent and againſt the 
<2 i of his only guide and teacher upon 
earth. 7 | 

But I wiſh the reader to underſtand, that I 
have ſtated theſe objections merely to ſatisfy the 
ſcrupulous, in oppoſition to my own judgement : 


| becauſe nothing, as I conceive, can be more re- 


mote from the modern practice, than ſuch in- 
ſtances, if even aſcertained beyond all power of 
diſpute, inſtead of yielding ſuch an obſcure and 
indeterminable teſtimony. It is the exceſs of 
puerility to build fuck concluſions on ſuch pre- 


miſes. But the drowning wretch catches even 


at a ruſh for his preſervation. When I reſolve 
to refute theſe allegations, I feel as much at a 
loſs, as he, who labours to illuſtrate an axiom in 
geometry, No intermediate ideas can be difco- 
vered more clear and ſimple than thoſe of the 
aſſertion itſelf. The mind, that heſitates, is in- 


capable of information. 


So then I may reaſonably appeal to the patrons 


of ſocial worſhip to decide, whether their prac- 


- 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. 35 


= tice be indeed fufficiently authoriſed by the mere 


filence of the ſcriptures ? Whether a duty of ſuch 
magnitude would have been left to the diſcretion 
of mankind, and appear in the world only as a 

mere political inſtitution, not eſſentially connected 
with Chriftianity, nor enjoined by it? Yes; if this 
uſage be in truth fo very conducive, as it is thought, 
to the intereſts of religion, and ſo inſeparable an 
| appendage of it, I ſhould be glad, if any advocate 
could aſſign me a reaſon tolerably ſatisfactory, 
why our Saviour ſhould omit a yosITIVE INJUNC- 
rox of this great..duty, or preſcibe no regula- 
tions for the conduct of it, when his own practices, 
as recorded in the ſcriptures, wore an aſpe& fo 
unfavourable to it, and one object of the goſpel 
was the abolition of ceremonial obſervances? This 
proviſion on his part would certainly have contri- 
buted in a moſt eminent manner to the peace and 
welfare of the church: for the ſchiſms, which have 
flowed in upon ſociety from this ſource, abundantly 
demonſtrate the wiſdom of ſome deciſive directions 
from the founder of our faith for the guidance of 
his followers. Our own hiſtory alone can inform 
us of the lives, which have been borne away, and 
the comforts that have been deſolated, by this 
overwhelming inundation. Diſſenſion and ani- 
moſity are to this hour the legitimate and thriving 
progeny of the ſame prolific parent. Ignorance, 
imagination and caprice, give full ſcope to all 
their obliquities, for want of ſome acknowledged 
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ſtandard, to which their fancies might be refered. 
Not only the /ubRance itſelf, but modes and forms 
have been made the ſubject of controverſy, ran- 
cour, and ſeparation. One prefers the white linen 
veſtment, as emblematical, perhaps, of the righ- 
teouſneſs of the faints®, in the celebration of 
public worſhip: another regards a ſurplice with as 
much complacency and affeftion+, as a Je, or 
Mahometan, a herd of ſwine. — Other differences 
of ſentiment in theſe external appendages might 
be eaſily pointed out, were we diſpoſed to mix 


ridicule with fo grave a ſubject; for I would 


defy the moſt philoſophic gravity of face to with- 


hold a ſmile at the recital of fuch ſolemn puerilities, 


unleſs the ſentiments of philanthropic commiſera- 
tion for the weakneſſes of poor human nature, 
and the pang of Torrow at this degradation of 
his ſpecies, ſhould overpower the propenſity to 
merriment, and diſſolve in tears. Again; this 


ſect is zealous for ſlated forms of prayer, adapted 


to any people, to every place and to all emer- 


gencies; as moſt becoming that decorum and 
preparation with which a worm ſhould approach 


the throne of the almighty : his prefers an ex- 
temporaneous effuſion, as beſt confulting the un- 


reſtrained operations of the ſpirit. But unfortu- 


* Revel, xix. 8. 
+ Alter Mileti textam, cane pejus et angui, 
Vitabit chlamydem, 
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nately, in this latter caſe, the effect is not ſo 
correſpondent to the nature of the expected viſitant, 
as to the faculties of the exhibitioner: hence 


the hearer in many inſtances, is left at the mercy. 
of a ſtammering, injudicious, and unlearned 


orator; and not unfrequently, what ſhould be 


the language, if not of inſpiration, at leaſt of 


truth and ſoberneſs, proves little better than 
devout blaſphemy in the name of the Lord“. 
A third differs equally from both theſe deſcrip- 
tions of ſocial devotees, and awaits in reverential 
taciturnity the ſudden and ſpontaneous illapſes 
of celeſtial illumination: and, with no lei often- 
tation than his neighbours, and more abſurdity, 
groans, and ſwells, and quakes, and prays, as the 
ſpirit gives him utterance. Oh! for a text of 
union to cement theſe diſcordant materials into 
one indiffoluble maſs; and incorporate in the 
lame ſpiritual edifice of unanimity and love, the 


This mode of prayer, where the congregation is gaping 
for the ejaculations of their orator, ſtrongly reminds me of 
the facetious painter of antiquity ; who repreſented Homer 
copiouſly diſcharging from his mouth, and the poets of 
ſucceeding times licking up his v——t. Juſtice, however, 
compels me to obſerve, that a preference of a liturgic form 
gains ground rapidly among the more learned and liberal 


diſſenters ; and is approved, I believe, by Dr. PRIESTIET; 


a man worthy of univerſal eſteem and reverence, He is to 
England what Socrates was to Athens; and England to him, (I 


bluſh for my country whilſt J declare it) what Athens was to 


Socrates, 
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epiſcopalian, the non-conformiſt, and the quaker ! For 
want of ſome attractive principle to counteract 


the fugitive propenſity of theſe reluctant bodies, 
all is aberration and diſorder. No banquet ever 
exhibited more diſcordancy of taſte even in che 
moſt capricious gueſts: 5 | 


One likes the pheaſant's s Wing, and ene tht leg ; 
The vulgar bail, the learned roaſt, an egg: 
Hard taſk to hit the palate of ſuch gueſts ! 
When Oldfield loves, what Dartineuf deteſts. 


SECTION Iv. 
ON THE PRACTICE OF THE APOSTLES. 


The diſciple is not above his maſter : 
Nor the ſervant above his lord. Matt, Xe 24. 


Nor, when we turn our attention to the prac- 
tice of the apoſtles, will the ſcriptures furniſh any 
information, in my opinion, ſufficient to au- 
thoriſe the cuſtom of public worſhip, as we practiſe 
it, in oppoſition to the conduct and directions 


of our Saviour, who alone is the maſter and guide“ 
of Chriſtians. All that my reſearches have been 


able to diſcover relative to this ſubject, is either 
wholly conſiſtent with private worſhip, or from the 


_ peculiarity of it's circumſtances, or it's diſſimi- 


* Matt, xxiii. 8 and 10. 


Tu i et rerum inventor / tu patria nobis 
Suppeditas praecepta, LUCRET, 
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Wie to what is now called ſocial 3 can not 

with any cogency, or ſhew of reaſon, be preſſed into 

the ſervice of the cauſe, which I am combating. 
We are told by Luke“, that the apofiles were 


continually in the temple, praifing and bleſing 


God. If each man went, like the phariſee and 
the publican in the parable, to make his ſeparate 
oblation of praiſe and gratitude, and even of prayer, 
which yet is not mentioned; what has this to do 
with the public worſhip of our days? 

The apoſtles prayed at the election of a new 
_ aſſociate in the room of 7udasf, Will an ad- 
dreſs to the ſupreme Being, at ſo extraordinary 
a juncture, of half a minute long, be deemed by 
any man an adequate} authority for the eſtabliſh- 


ment of ſocial prayer, perpetually. recuring, on no 


particular urgency of occaſion, and long enough 
to tire the moſt unrelenting patience ? Indeed, 
the fact is, you ſee nothing at ſuch places, with 
a few exceptions, but lolling, and gaping, and 
ſtretching, and fleeping, and every. additional 
ſymptom of wearineſs, independent of bowings, 
and greetings, and falutations, even among other- 
wiſe reſpectable and virtuous people: a clear 


demonſtration in my mind, that ſuch an uſage is 


by no means calculated for at leaft the generality 
of mankind}. And it is a moſt pleaſing conſide- 


C. xhiv, v. 53, © + Ass i. 24. 


+ nner has well ſaid, Arier Oucig covert 
Na 0v peeboure, Tr dec To. De morb. vulg. N. . 
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tion to the lover of the goſpel, that this rule of 
life preſcribes no practices, but what experience 
and philoſophy unite in proving to be both ſalutary 
in themſelves and conſonant to the undepraved 
character of the mind of man. But we are, per- 
| haps, too liberal in our conceſſions upon the paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture above quoted. It is no abſurd 
ſuppoſition, and one abundantly defenſible from 
other writers, that the evangelical hiſtorian means 
only to ſtate the general ſentiments of the apoſtles 
at that time, and the purport of the prayer, which 
they individually preſented to the Almighty. 

The fame obſervations are applicable without 
reſerve to the other inſtances ſpecified below“. My _ 
ideas do not interfere with expreſſions of praiſe and 
gratitude in any circumſtances, when the occaſion, 
and eſpecially ſuch important occaſions, as thoſe in 
ſcripture connected with theſe examples, may call 
them forth; but what has this do with ſocial worſhip 
at church or chapel? The apoſtles, in all probability, 
| praved, for the moſt part, in private, after the exam- 
ple and direction of their maſter+; and had no cuſ- 
tom at all ſimilar to modern prayer in a crouded con- 
gregation. When hey went into the ſynagogues, 
they ated in conformity to the eſtabliſhed uſage 
of their countrymen : they read and expounded the 
ſeriptures, they taught the people, and diſputed with 

the ſcribes}, Excellent edifying practices! and 


Akts ii. 42. iii. 1. iv, 24. vi. 6. X. 2, xiii. 3. 


T Akts x. 9, 
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every man, who takes upon himſelf the name of 
Chriſt, and profeſſes obedience to the laws of the 
_ goſpel, ſhould have the reſolution and uprightneſs 

to forſake his blind guides to follow him and his 
apoſtles in this path; the perfect examples of evan- 
gelical diſcipline and doctrine. How ſhall we 
otherwiſe eſcape the application of that awful and 
pertinent appeal? yy call ye me Lord! Lord! and 


do not the things, which I fay*? 
But granting, for the ſake of argument, that pub- 


lic worſhip like out's at this day, was cuſtomary 


among the apoſtles ; would this be a ſufficient au- 
thority for us, 2without the example and againſt the 
injunctions of their maſter > What might be very 
proper in the infancy of the goſpel, may be in no 
wile neceſſary, nay, may be very WRONG, at a more 
advanced period of Chriſtianity. And this I moſt 
earneſtly inculcate; and requeſt the attention of the 


reader to this very important point. Who does not 


know, how frequently even the apoſtles were re- 


proved for their groſs and inadequate apprehenſions 


of the nature of the Meſſiah and the quality of his 
diſpenſation? I have many things to ſay unto you, 
ut ye cannot bear them now. Who has not read that 
faſting} and circumciſiont, and all the ceremonies 


of the Jerviſb ritual were continued by the apoſtles, | 


whilſt the temple ſtood ? But have our advocates 


* Luke vi. 49. Ads x. 90. xi. 2, 3. 
N i Acts xvi. Zo | 
86 
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for aid worſhip any inclination to be ei xc Un- 
ois ED? And is FASTING a favourite diſcipline of 
their religions“? 

I do maintain then, that if any proof could 
be brought from the praQtice of the apoſtles in 
juſtification of ſuch public worſhip as the moderns 
celebrate (which can never be done) it would be 
nothing at all to the purpoſe of our conduct 
now. One may be of Paul, if he pleaſe ; another 
of Apollos, and a third of Cephas: they muſt give 
me leave to be of CyurisT. When Tfazah ſaid 
to the eus, To what purpoſe is the mullitude of 
your facrifices to me? I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats : bring no 
more vain oblations ; incenſe is an abomination to 
me : if his countrymen had obje&ed : « Did 
* not God enjoin, and our fathers prattiſe, theſe 
« duties?“ he would have replied: *“ Thoſe 
* performances were ſuited to the infancy of 


* In what I ſaid at this place of the former edition con- 
cerning the public worſhip of the Jews, though nothing to our 
purpoſe either way, I acknowledge myſelf to be miſtaken. 
Their worſhip, however, is liturgic, and ſo far in oppoſition 
to the indefenſible mode of our diſſenting exhibitioners. Be- 
ſides, it is probable, that no ſuch ſpecification of perſonal and 
temporal wants had any place in the Jewiſh devotions, as in 
thoſe of modern times, Sec Lighttoot, i. p. 720. ii. 280, 
edit. Roterod. The ſame author ſays, p. 525. Minime ne- 
gandum eſt fuiſſe iis preces vel orationes petitionarias, fed 
copioſiores et numeroſiores crant benedictoriæ et doxolo- 
gicæ. 


fn. PUBLIC WORSHIP, 43 
&© your religious ſtate: ye are become capable 
© of a more pure and ſpiritual religion: and 
* 7ehovah requires now more ſuitable ſervices 
&© at your hands.” And ſuch is my reply at 
this day to the advocates for public worſhip upon 


the ſuppoſed precedent of the apoſtles ; and let 


theſe advocates confute me if they can. 

It is neither conſiſtent with my avocations, 
nor indeed neceſſary in itſelf, or I might point 
out the groſs improprieties, and even vwicked- 
neſs, which mixes itſelf in our public forms of 
devotion, and in the celebration of divine wor- 
ſhip among moſt, if not all, denominations of 
| Chriſtians. The language of true evangelical 
reſignation ſhould ever be modelled by the 
ſtandard of our Saviour's own words, with re- 
ſpe& to all the future events of life; Nevertheleſs, 
O] father! not my will, but thine be done! Whereas 
modern ſupplicants enter upon a long enumeration 
of all their wants with the utmoſt familiarity, and 
implore favours utterly 1nconfiſtent with that ſtate 
of trial, in which men are placed: as if the ſu- 
preme Being were not acquainted with the proper 
means of our real happineſs, or knew not our wants 
before we utter them. How infinitely preferable 
to the teazing verboſity of the ſupplicants of theſe 
days is the compendious ejaculation of the contrite 
publican ! God be merciful to me a fiuner! Nay, 
had I no other alternative, give me heatheniſh de- 
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votion in preference to ſuch Chriſtian ſuperſtition. 
as their VE | 


Lev 1 Te ey cafe Kei EUYILEVING HU D r ve Hp 
Aud. SJ Te de Fever ual EVIEDHEVS reg Ev. 


"Ah 'd or unaſt d give geod, almighty king 
And ill, unknowingly implor'd, avert, 


Where is the paflage of ſcripture, which gives 
me authority to pray for Health, (to ſingle out 
this inſtance fron among others) in that un- 
qualified manner, with which ſuch petitions are often 
urged on the ear of the Almighty ? Sicknef+, for any 
thing that I can foreſee, may prove ultimately the 
greateſt of bleſſings, by exerciſing and refining the 
molt important affections of the heart; and health 
may not improbably iſſue in the ruin of my hap- 
pineſs+. Let us be contented to conſign the ad- 
miniſtration of the univerſe to the head and hand, 
which have the wiſdom to contrive, and the ſtrength 
to execute, all their gracious purpoſes to every 
part of their creation. The Lord reigneth : let the 


* In ſome congregations of diſſentert, even of the moſt 
liberal deſcription, if a member is going a journey of a 
hundred miles, or leſs, a prayer is offered up for his pre- 
ſervation and ſafe return. The apoſtle was not of this way 
of thinking: I have a dejire to depart and to be with CHriſt; wich 
ts FAR BETTER, | | 

+ Bono animo male precantur; et, ſi vis efſe felix, Deos | 
ora, ne quid tibi ex his, quæ optantur, eveniat. Non ſant 
iſta bona, quz in te iſti volunt congeri. Seneca. | 


PUBLIC WORSHIP, 45 
people tremble*. Be not raſh with thy mouth, and 
let not thy heart be haſty to utter any thing before God: 
for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth : therefore 
let thy words be fewH. GE I 


CONCLUSION, 
Wrar ſhall we ſay to theſe things? And what 
is our general concluſion from them! ? If we he- 
fitate, let us liſten to the voice of our beſt in- 


ſtructor; and preſs his words again and again on 


our meditation: The hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Feruſalem, wor- 
ſhip the father. The true worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
the father in ſpirit and in truth; for the father 
feeketh ſuch to worſhip him. All forms, all ce- 
remonies, all external obſervances of religion what- 
ever, are means only at beſt to an end**, that may 


* Pſalm xcix. i. + Eccleſ, v. 2. 
| John iv. 21, 2. 
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pogò cel Tov 51071. Ariſtot. Eth. Nic. i, 4. 
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be accompliſhed without them.—All oftentatious 
exhibitions of piety and devotion, appear not only 
irreconcileable to the true character of Chriſtuanity, 
but are immediately calculated to counteract it's 
genuine effects. Whilſt Fabius i is gone to Rome to 
attend the ſacrifice, the army is expoſed to the at- 
tacks of Hannibal, and the whole ſtate endangered. 
Theſe viſible and material ſervices have a ten- 
-dency, inſeparable from their nature, and extreme- 
1y operative on feeble minds, to transfer devotion to 
mere ſemblances from the life and heart; to incul- 
cate a perſuaſion, never to be done away, whilſt hu- 
' manity is unchanged, that outzvard performances 
may atone for -:/mmorality; that ſomething, be- 
ſides inward holineſs. and active benevolence, can 
recommend us to the favour of that God, who 
 looketh not on: the outward appearance, but on the 
heart*, The moſt high dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands, but in the fleſhly ſanctuary of a meek. 
and holy ſpirit. Such Chriſtians are but Iſraelites 
ſtill with a mere change of name: and have un- 
dergone no more than the transformation lo hap- 


pily deſcribed by the poet: . 


A Peter's heys a chriſten'd Fave adorn, 
« Ana Pan to Moſes lends his ot horn. 


The demure hypocrite, who paſſes fix 5 in 
the habitual diſregard of God and goodneſs, on 
the ſeventh day, ſmites his breaſt, lifts up his hand 


i am. Ni. 7 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. | 47 


and eye in all the mimickry of devotion ; and re- 


turns, after this diſpenſing propitiation of long pray- 


ers and geſticulations, with additional vigour to his 


impurities*. Away with theſe wretched remains 


of barbarity and Fudaiſm ! Away with theſe beggarly 
elements from the profeſſion of true Chriftians ! 
How long are we to be nurtured, like babes, with 
the milk only of the goſpel? In vain have we 
hailed the riſing of be. ſun of righteouſneſs, if we 
continue walking 1n the night of infant ſuperſtition, 
or in the malignant twilight of immature and un- 


reformed Chriſtianity, Let us}, the ſpiritual wor- 


ſhippers of the unrvERsAL $PIRIT! have no 


more fellowſhip with theſe dangerous and unfruitful 


* Such ſabbatical Chriſtians remind one of Martial Gellia : : 


Amiſſum non flet, cum ſola eſt Gellia, patrem : _ 
Si quis adeſt, juſſæ profiliunt lachryme. 
Non dolet hic, quiſquis laudari, Gellia, quærit; 
Ille dolet vere, qui ſine teſte dolet. 
Deme illis teſtes ſpectatoreſque, non delectabit popina 


ſecreta, SENECA, 


F Extirpanda eſt conſuetudo, qua: login habeat recla- 
mantem ; quæ potius corruptela vocanda eſt : neque enim, 


quæ barbaries admiſit, fovenda ſunt, ſed, 3 pervertit, 


e Sanct. Min. 

+ Hic tritiſſima via et celeberrima maxime 0 N ihil 
s magis præ ſtandum eſt, quam ne, pecorum ritu, ſequa- 
mur antecedentium gregem, pergentes non qua eundem eſt, 
ſed qua itur. Atqui nulla res nos majoribus malis implicat, 
quam quod ad rumorem componimur; optima rati ea, quæ 
magno aſſenſu recepta ſunt, quorumque exempla nobis 
multa ſunt; nec ad rationem, ſed ad ſimilitudinem, vivimus, 

SENECA, | 
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48 Ax ESSAY ON | 
practices, the produce of groſs conceptions, un- 
initiated in the myſteries of the goſpel, and ex- 
changing the vital warmth of pjey for the fever of 


* fanaticiſm. We were once darkneſs, but are now 


light in the Lord. Let us walk as children of the 


| light*®. Wx alſo will ſanctify the ſabbaths of Je- 


 hovah, till regenerated man ſhall make every day a 
SABBATH, with a veneration rigorouſly ſcrupu— 
lous, as the moſt merciful inſtitution yet deviſed 
for the more unfortunate of our own ſpecies and 
the miferable brute-creation ; in which the labourer 
ceaſes from his toil, and our beaſt repoſes as well 
as we. Ov ſabbaths allo ſhall be kept; but not 
with the leaven of hypocritical formalities and the 


parade of miſguided ſuperſtition, in praying for 


calamities and in deprecating bleſſings ; but in ſtudy- 

ing the volume of the revealed will of God with 
unleavened affections, and a fingle eye; in expound- 
ing the wonders of the divine law to our Poor and 
unlearned brethren; for whom Cbriſt alſo, in his 
generation, preached the goſpelF. Thus ſhall we 
become fellow-labourers in the fame vineyard with 
Chriſt and with God, and by the true means, in- 
finitely more than by prayers, baptiſms, and ſacra- 
ments, accelerate the general reformation of man- 
kind; an achievement to be accompliſhed by this 
proceſs only. They, that make men viſe, ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they, 
that turn many t6 Fighteonfneſs, as the flars for ever 


and ever. 


F Eph. V. 3, | 7 Matt. X, 1. g. 


THE APPENDIX: 


CONTAINING SOME 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations on the Subject; and a few. 


Words of Reply to my Opponents, 


: UU. 


Palet omnibus Veritas ; nondim eft accupata. Multum ex. 


illd etiam futuris relictum efl, SENECA. 


M- aſperity in treating theſe topics is com- 
plained of by ſome, who falſely call themſelves, 
and ſome, whom I believe to be, my friends: 


and this topic is uniformly taken up with eagerneſs 


and aggravation by every hireliag ſcribbler of the 
day, from the orthodox divine in the Gentleman's 


Magazine to his illuſtrious brother, the diſſenting 
parſon, in the New Aunual Regiſter. It were a waſte 


of time and miſapplication of words to endeavour 


at any conciliation of theſe puny literati, theſe ſca- 
vengers of Parnaſſus, who are labouring in their 
calling, and earn their bread by ſoothing the pre- 
judices of the majority; an end moſt effectually 
accompliſhed by heaping calumnies and abuſe on us 
poor ſcape. goats, the combatants of vulgar errors 
and popular deluſions. Theſe, people would be up- 
right, if their natural propenſities were not overs 
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powered by the urgencies of the time. Like 
the wolf under the operation of the peſſilence, 
———— acrior ills 
Cura domat : ; 
The ſolid pudding tei ghd FE. empty praiſe. 

As to my friends, I would wiſh them to obſerve, 
that each has his peculiar gift of diſpoſition and 
character of intelle& from the s0URCE of REASON ; 
one after bis manner and another after hat. Why 
ſhould the man of prudence wiſh to carve down 
every mind and temper to the ſame ſtandard of 


 fmoothneſs and timidity ? As it is not in my nature 


to view vicious practices without indignation ; ſo nei- 
ther am I formed to cantemplate depraved conceptions 
of religion, the prolific parents of thoſe practices, 
with calmneſs and infipidity. With a conſtitution 
not leavened by the ſmalleſt particle of perſonal 
bitterneſs and malevolence, I yet feel in the lan- 
guage of quakeriſm, the ſpirit move me” to pro- 


ſecute theſe intereſting queſtions with an ardour, 


which the incomparable Jonx HaLzs has happily 
ſtiled A DUE CHRISTIAN ANIMOSITY. But in 


truth, the fault does not lie here, Men are fo con- 


ceited of their own dear ſelves, and ſo enamoured 
with their own private fancies, as not to endure, 
without all the poignancy of vexation that ariſes - 
from irritated and helplefs pride, the humiliating 
expoſure of their darling abſurdities. Hinc illæ lachri- 


me! Let but THEIR fleece be dry, and ſprinkle as 


copioufly as you pleaſe the ground of their neigh- 


_ - APPENDIX, | 51 


bour, and not a murmur will be heard. Your 


ſeverity is then called, a ſpirited caſtigation! Touch, 
on the contrary, their own ſores with the tendereſt 
hand imaginable, and the cry is, What a paſ- 
« fionate abuſive fellow is here! Who now will be 
the dupe of ſuch a ſhallow artifice, except the moſt 


_ fimple and inexperienced of mankind? Thoſe, who 


are too 7imid or too ſelfiſh themſelves to riſk either 
eaſe or intereſt for the truth, ſhould have the 
honeſty and magnanimity at leaſt to reſpect frankneſs 
and intrepidity in others. Let me recommend to 


theſe neither-hot-nor-cold, theſe lukewarm, advocates 


for truth and liberty, the following obſervations of 
Hippocrates*: I do not think this, however, to be 
« a diſcaſe in Diogenes, but an exceſs of philoſo- 
e phical ſpeculation ; though in truth no exceſs, 
hut falſly deemed ſuch by the undiſcerning ; 


for virtue cannot be carried to an exceſs that is 


« prejudicial ; but an imputation of diſeaſe is caſt 
on this extraordinary conduct from the ignorance 


* of the judges. Every one calls that extravagance, 


„ which goes beyond his 9wn faculties: as the timid 
* man, for example, calls fortitude, and the niggard, 
« generoſiiy, a VICIOUS EXCESS: and, in ſhort, 


6 every one deficient in any good quality, denomi- 


© nates the medium of that virtue, an extravagance.” 


Others again, of a more phlegmatic conſtitution, 


complain, with inimitable gravity of face, of an 
undue jocularity for ſuch ſerious and important 
diſcuſſions, A puddle from the ſame ſink of overs 


* In Epiſt. p. 1276. ed. Faeſii, 
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52 APPENDIX, 
weaning. fondneſs for darling ſelf and it's practices, 
with which it is ſacrilege to interfere | Let me op- 


poſe to the ſentence of theſe modern wiſe-acres the 
judgment of another hero of antiquityæx. Upon the 


% mention of this, ye could contain yourſelves 
« no longer, but burſt into a fit of laughter. Then 
« Purrander ſteps forward to reprove you, and 
© aſked the aſſembly, if they were not aſhamed to 
laugh before ſuch venerable judges. But ye ſcout- 
* ed him, and took him up with this reply: We 
4e are ſenſible, friend! of our indecorum in laugh- 
< 1ng in the preſence of theſe grave perſonages; but 
truth is ſo powerful, as to overcome every pru- 
& dential conſideration whatſoever.” That is, as a 
wit of our own ex preſſes it, 

5 To laugh were want of goodneſs and of grace; 

* And to be grave exceeds all powers of face.“ 


* 


cc 


Some, who profeſs to have read my pamphlet, 


repreſent me as an enemy to the obſervation of 


the /abbath. Whereas the truth is, and all my 
efforts are directed to that point, I wiſh moſt 
earneſtly to make the ſabbath STRICTLY and 
| UNIVERSALLY REVERED, by recalling, or, at 
leaſt eſtabliſhing, it's proper uſe and application 
among Chriſtians. Let the people aſſemble on 
that day to hear the /cr1ptures explained, and the 
evidences of revelation exhibited, by competent 
perſons, educated and appropriated to this im- 
portant office. The community at large would 


*Æſchines in Timarchum, p- 107. ed, Reiſke. 


gs 0 te ETSY Tees 


_ _ xvennvrx. - | _ 
find themſelves intereſted in this plan, by reap- 


ing both inſtruction and entertainment; who 


now but too ſeldom meet with either. The 
lower orders of ſociety, whoſe wants were particu- 
larly conſulted by the founder of our faith*, would 
receive, more abundant edification and comfort from 


theſe lectures in the goſpel. They would return home 
to reconſider with their families what they had 
heard at church from their paſtor ; and the fruits 


of a good life would inſenſeb ly ſpring, like the 


corn in the parable, from rational and well- 


grounded principles of religion. We ſhould 


than ſee our places of worſhip frequented by 
_ willing votaries ; places, which are now forſaken 


by the generality, and made by many a conve- 
nient reſort for ſleep and ſalutation. True 
Chriſtianity never was, and never will be, effec- 
tually promoted by any other means. Now 
theſe ideas are viſible upon the very face of my 
performance ; ſo that candour itſelf can attribute 


ſuch a repreſentation of my object to nothing 


but a liſtleſſneſs inattentive to the plaineſt decla- 


tions, a ſtupidity that cannot diſtinguiſh, or a 
malignity that , confound. 


| Whatever may have been the practice of the 
apoſtles with reſpe& to this queſtion of ſocial 
worſhip ; which however, (conſidering their con- 
tinuance in Tudaical ceremonies, and how little 


their own conceptions were ſpiritualized, and 


* Matt, xi. 5. + Mark iv. 27, 
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much leſs thoſe of their hearers, to ſuitable ap- 


prehenſions of the genuine character of the 
goſpel; with ſome other peculiarities of thoſe 
times,) would not influence my conduct under 
ſuch an aſpect of the caſe from the practice and 
precepts of our Lord himſelf: whatever, I ſay, 
their mode of worſhip may have been, there cer- 


tainly was nothing in it, I am perſuaded, like 


united petitions concerning individual wants and 
worldly conveniences ; no ſuch length of prayers, 
ſuch repeated invocations of the ſupreme Being, 
the genuine S2770Aoyuz of the heathen, condemned 

by our Saviour. Now ſhould any man think 
my opinion erroneous, and ſtrained to a degree 
of rigour, which the preſent ſtate of religious 
advancement will not bear; unleſs he can li be- 
rally defend his own practices in the mean. time, 


he is but impoſing on himſelf, trifling with inte- 


grity, and inſulting. truth“. 

And now, that L may not appear too moroſe 
and unrelenting, I will ſketch out a plan of pub- 
lic worſhip, in which I would acquieſce, till man- 
kind ſhall be fo well diſciplined in knowledge and 
virtue by the means of more learned, a ſeduous, 


g and diente reſted teachers, as to be able fo conform 
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with greater accuracy to the real powerand ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, delineated in the life and doc- 
trines of it's founder : when the goſpel will ſhine 
in it's native ſplendour, and every miſt. of cere- 
mony and ſuperſtition diſſolve before i ir's rays. 

Ws = ſervice ſhould begin with ſelect portions 


of ſeripture, digeſted into ſomething of order and 


fimilarity, in different ſets for different times, 


with a view to all the. variety, which the Bible 
can ſupply; and ſhould. be known by the people, 


as the only means of intereſting and ſecuring 
their attention. Theſe portions ſhould be ſhort, 
and their ſubject, the ſupreme dominion, the uni- 
verſal providence, wiſdom, and goodneſs of Jehovah, 
| Theſe ſhould be followed by ſimilar portions 
from the New Te eftament, relative to the redemp- 
tion and reſurrection of mankind, and other 
topics, which diſtinguiſh Chriſtzanity from Ju- 
daiſm. Theſe alſo ſhould be Hort. 


After this a hymn might be ſung, expreſſive 


of praiſe and gratitude to the ſupreme Being. I 
ſee nothing, I acknowledge, improper. in this 


practice: on the contrary, I am of opinion, 
grounded on obſervation, that inging, eſpecially. 


when accompanied by ſolemn mufic, has a won- 


derful efficacy in ſoothing the paſſions, inſpiring. 
a devout tranquility of temper, and elevating the 
ſoul to heavenly contemplations, and a contempt 


for earthly purſuits and pleaſures in competition 
with heaven and immortality. F 


= 


4 1 


Sade. ot l 
a4 rr r 


0 
, * * — 2 1 88 . 
1 bd" 4 ED Ws 


* 
1 
1 
9 
7 
* 
* * 
7 
ih 
2 
Wk 
q 
10 
1 i 
4 
1 
9 
' 
. 
4 
pf 
* 
if 
"4% 
37 
k Ly 
7 L 
4 
44 


ks 


= | APPENDIX. 


Then ſhould follow an expoſitzon of ſome po- 
tion of the New Teſtament, to be cloſed by a 
practical exhortation : and the whole ſervice 
ſhould conclude with a ſhort addreſs from the 
miniſter to God, ſupplicating pure affeQions to 
receive the precepts of the goſpel with ſincerity, 
and fortitude to reſiſt every temptation to fin, 

perſeverance in the open profeſſion of Chriſtian- 
ity, and reſignation under every calamity of life, 

*till our appointed time from the Lord ſhall 

come. But all this in a pure evangel:cal ſpirit of 
devotion, without any mixture of petitions rela- 
tive to the mere proſperity and accommodations of 
the preſent life ; of a mere worldly and perſonal 
nature, unconnefted with eternity. 

This, I ſay, I could indulge for a ſeaſon to the 
weakneſſes of Chriſtians and the imperfe& con- . 
dition of religious knowledge; but, as far as re- 
lates to public prayer, without any authority from 
the goſpel of Jeſus, and indeed, inconſiſtentiy with 
it's true character, if I am able to diſcover it. 

Me have indeed ſpoken and under ſtood and rea- 
foned too long as children: it is high time for us 
to put away theſe childiſi things. 

And now it will be expected, that I ſhould 
take ſome notice of my opponents ; but the diſ- 
cerning reader will at once diſcover, that upon 
my own principles, ſtated already, I preſume, 
with ſufficient clearneſs, very few words in reply 
to their arguments will ſuffice. © For with regard 
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to the ſpecimens of public worſhip from our 


Lord's example, they are either ſo entirely gra- 


tuitous in themſelves, ſo perfectly diflimilar to the 


exhibitions of our modern pradtitioners, or, in 


ſhort, ſo ſuperlatively inapplicable in every cir- 
cumftance but the name, miſappropriated and 
perverted, as to appear in my apprehenſion: tri. 
fling beyond all deſcription, and unworthy of 
a moment's conſideration. And it would ſeem 
wonderful to me, that others ſhould not be ſim- 
jlarly affected upon a compariſon of the two 
caſes, had not my acquaintance with human 
manners ſufficiently demonſtrated the neceſſity 
of time and reflection even for the moſt upright 
heart to diſcover prejudices coæval with the 
earlieſt exerciſes of it's reaſon. Nor would I 
engage myſelf to diſcuſs any propoſition with 
affettions perfectly diſpaſſionate, if any worldly 
attachment whatever could be aſſigned, as capa- 
ble of exerting the leaſt probable influence upon 
my mind. 

Were I to allow all the ſpecimens, which my 
very excellent and reſpectable antagoniſt DR. 


Dis NE has alledged from the firſt Chri/trans, to 


be pertinent and concluſive, ſtill I ſhould maintain, 
in the yt inſtance, that the practice of the pri- 
mitive times (when Chriſtianity was imperfettly 
apprehended, as it appears to me from ſcriptural 
evidence, by the apoſtles themſelves, and cer- 
tainly by the general maſs of converts, and was 
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encumbered with Fudaical obſervances) is n 
warrantable precedent for our imitation now; 
and, in the ſecond place, that the tenour of their 
prayers could never ſo incline to perſonal and 
temporal concerns, (a point, on which Iſtrenuouſly 
inſiſt) as thoſe employed in our public devotions : 
becauſe ſuch a ſpirit is fundamentally ſubverſive 
of an unlimited reſignation to the will of provi. 
dence, and with the utter inſignificance of terreſ- 


trial things in competition with future happineſs: 


ideas, ſo uniformly inculcated in the example and 
dottrines of our Lord! It is, therefore, I muſt 


maintain, mere prevarication and deception, to 


talk of the public wor/hip of the apoſtles in vindi- 
cation of our own, if, as I apprehend, they ſo 


eſſentially differ from each other. So that I 


muſt entreat my friend to reflect a little more 


maturely on his point, before he conchudes ſa 


rapidly and with ſuch complacency, in favour of 
his own uſage, as © agreeable to the prattice and 


40 precepts of our great maſter, and his apoſtles 


« and firſt diſciples.” 
But, in the mean time, what does hs DOCTOR 
ſay to my not improbable argument at leaſt, de- 


' rived from the analogy of the Few:/h and 
| Chriſtian diſpenſations, and conſonant alike to the 


documents of experience and the deduttions of. 


{ philoſophy, reſpecting a gradual progreſs of hu- 
manity to purity and perfection? NOT A WORD. 
What does the pocror ſay to the fame argu- 
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ment, grounded on the imperfect edneeptions 
of the early profeſſors. of the goſpel? nor A 
SYLLABLE, What does the Doctor reply to 
my reaſonings from the'genius and charatter of 
Chriſtianity itſelf? noTHING: + © 


' [turn ciow440/wy-Tale Polenilc, who Wii think 
me, I fear, but an unpoliſhed pedant for pre- 
ferring chronological conſecution to the privileged 
ſuperiority of her ſex. | | 
If Euſebia, where ſhe has not niiſapprehended 
my intentions and drawn concluſions in no wiſe 
warranted by any expreſſions, which I have em- 
ployed, ſhould not find an anſwer to her objec- 
tions in the reaſonings already exhibited in the 
body of the pamphlet itſelf, and in this appendiæ, 

I ſhall feel myſelf at a loſs how to give ſatisfac- 
tion ; diffident as I am of my own powers in this 
conteſt, and terrified at the very idea of encoun- 
tering ſo myſterious an adverſary, according to 
the inſinuation of the wiſe king of 1/rael: There 
be three things, which are too wonderful for me: 
yea four, which I know not, The way of an eagle 
in the air, the way of a ſerpent upon @ rock, the 
zway of a ſhip in the midſt of the ſea, and Tus 
WAY OF A MAN WITH AM AID“. 

It would, however, argue in me a daficiency in 


X Prov. xkx. 18, 19. O 1 yrore EV var, 
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candour highly reprehenfible, not to ſpeak in terms 
of peculiar applauſe and approbation of a perform- 
ance, which manifeſts ſuch an ardent zeal for the 


intereſts of religion, and ſuch an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the ſcriptures. And I acknowledge myſelf 


exceedingly indebted both to EusxBIA and Dr. 


DisxEyY for expreſſions of reſpect towards me, and 
their charitable interpretation of my intentions. If 


all the profeſſors of the goſpel had imbibed at thoſe 
living waters the amiable diſpoſitions of theſe moſt 


reſpectable individuals, mere differences of opinion 
would excite no animoſities ih the heart, no diſa- 
greements of affection. Theſe indeed are the genu- 


ine fruits of Chriſtianity : theſe are the ingredients of 


ſocial comfort! theſe are rhe things that are good and 


profitable unto men! As for the heads and partiſans 


of ſets, with underſtandings, for the moſt part, as 


contracted as their hearts, equally eſtranged from 
liberality and learning, tenaciouſly addicted to their 
contemptible diſtinctions, and deſpiſing others with 


phariſaical diſdain, as farther than themſelves from 


the kingdom of God ;—theſe wretched beings belie 
the name, and diſgrace the character of Chriſtian. 
The uncorrupted votaries of the goſpel ſhould re- 


gard theſe unworthy profeſſors of the faith, as mere 


' whregenerated heathens, notwithſtanding their loud 


pretenſions to ſounder. principles and a purer prac- 


tice. Thoſe are the only diſciples of the benevo- 


lent Nazarexe ; of lim, who lived and died for the 
lalyation of his brethren ; thoſe alone, I fay, are 
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the genuine followers of the Son of God, who have 
felt the influence, and exemplify the effects, of this 
glorious maxim of their teacher: The Lovx oF ou 
NEIGHBOUR is the FULFILLING @F THE LAW. Such 
men, disjoined in opinion, but united in heart, 
amidſt all the varigties of ſentiment and profeſſion, 
may be compared to travellers, on their way to the 
ſame city ; ſeparated for a time by roads, which diva- 
ricate indeed, but are never very diſtant. from each 
other, and meet with a quick eee in the 
ſame point at laſt. | 
I now. take leave of my opponents and readers, 


by recommending to their moſt ſerious and diſpaſ- 


fionate conſideration, the following declaration of the 


apoſtle ; which I eſteem applicable in all it's extent 


to the preſent ſubject of our diſcuſſion: 

Hence forth know. we no man after the fleſp : yea, 
| THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE 
FLESH, YET. NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM 
NO MORE. +, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Seen ak weeks after I had finiſhed the pre- 


ceding pages, and when the greateſt part of them 


was printed off, I was favoured with a pamphlet 


«© in Defence of public or ſocial Worſhip” by James 
Wirsox, M.A. of Stockport. Of this gentleman 

have not the good fortune to know any thing be- 
yond the name : but his performance perſuades me, 
that he is an intelligent, liberal, and candid man : 
one calculated, like his coadjutor, DocToR Dis- 


 NEY, let his religious creed be what it will, to pro- 


mote the great objects of the goſpel, to adorn ſoci- 
ety, and to ſweeten life. O! my ſoul, be thou united to 
the aſſembly of men like theſe Now, that my open 
and pointed oppoſitio to a practice, ſo ancient, ſo 


general, and fo beloved, as public vorſhip, a prac- 


tice, interwoven with our earlieſt ideas into the 
fabric of the mind ; that my oppoſition, I ſay, 


to this practice ſhould be received with ſuch; 


calmneſs of ſpirit, when ſome portion of ſeverity 


might have been reaſonably expected to mingle 


itſelf with the remarks of my opponents, gives me 
a degree of ſatisfaction, which I am ſcarcely able 


to expreſs in terms of ſufficient ſenſibility. But the 


reader will not do me juſtice, if he aſcribes the 


pleaſure, which I feel on this occaſion, to my fears: 


becauſe, I can aſſure him, that from the moment, 


in which truth, and eſpecially religious truth, bes 


came the object of my enquiries and the employ» 
ment of my pen, the word fear, fit only for the 


5 ſelf- ſufficient, the luke-warm, and the venal, was 


expunged from my vocabulary. No: my ſatisfac- 
tion flows from a more honourable ſource: from 
the teſtimonial, that ſuch liberality bears with it, 
of che deep root, which Chriſtianity has taken in 


the breaſts of it's profeſſors : from the conviction, 


demonſtrated by ſuch conduct, that the diſciples 


of Jeſus begin to diſcover, that, like their divine 
maſter, they alſo came into the world for this cauſe 
only, To BEAR WITNESS by their lives and actions 


TO THE TRUTH. 


However, as I cannot ay with Ji Ireil's en 


- = - = - - = Deus nobis hæc otia fecit; 
it muſt not be expected of me, in the midſt of a 


variety of purſuits, requiring much aſſiduity and 
great exactneſs, numerous engagements, and pre- 
carious health, to afford a minute reply to every 


argument, that ingenuity or zeal may alledge 
againſt me. Indeed the garrulity of fame, without 
the merit of good intention, has befriended me in 
this reſpect, by ſparing my reputation and dimi- 


niſhing my labour. A difenting clergyman in the 
- neighbourhood of the metropolis, as he told a 


eee oe ee nn ee ee. 
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nend of mine, had underſtood that I went of 


my head ſome time ago; in which report he had 


been fully confirmed by the peruſal of my pamph- 
tet. Otherwiſe, it was his intention to have anſwer- 
ed me. Beſides, 1 always read with approbation 
the ſentiments of Jos H Meps on the ſubject of 


theological controverſies, upon a fair and explicit 


ſtatement of opinion on both ſides; with whoſe 
words, after one declaration ſuggeſted by the peru- 
fal of Mr. Wilſon's letter, I ſhall cloſe this poſtſcript: 


to omit, after all, the moſt ſolid objection that there 
is no ſale but for orthodox church divinity, from thoſe 


who enjoy, or thoſe who expect, PREFERMRNT “*. 
Mr. W1zsov, at p. 30. calls upon me for a re- 
cantation of opinion; not obſerving the diſtinction, 
which my aſſertion fo evidently requires. What I 
demand is a proof of public worſhip among Chriſt 
AND his apoſiles, not—oR his apoſtles: which are two 


very different things. However, after a mature de- 
liberation upon this ſubject, conſidering the accom- 
modations of our Lord, in opinions and actions not 


immoral, to the weakneſſes of his followers, with 


the genius of the goſpel, and the unſpiritualized 
babits of thoſe times; it is my firm perſuaſion, that 
Jeſus might allow and practice in thoſe days, what 


he by no means intended to be binding on his dif- 


ciples in the more advanced ages of Chriſtianity, 


.* Ipſe licet Muſis venias comitatus, Homere, 
Si nihil attuleris ibis, Homere, foras, 
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f 


POSTSCRIPT. : 65 


From Mr. Mede's Letters to My. Hay 

<« can with much more patience endure to be 
contradicted, than drawn to make reply.—When 
I have more leiſure, I ſhall anſwer to what I find 
principal in your replies, but not to what is cir- 
cumſtantial ; for ſo the buſineſs would grow too 
tedious for my pen. 

] perceive you have more confidence to con- 
vince me by this kind of diſcourſing, than J have 
you. For I confeſs freely, I find you ſo well 
ſettled in your opinion, that I have no hope to 


alter you ; and yet nevertheleſs am as ſtrongly 


perſuaded of the truth of my own tenet, notwith- 


ſtanding all you have ſaid, as ever I was before 


we began: and for all this, am as willing to em- 


brace truth, where I ſee evidence for it, as moſt 


men; fo far as I can judge of myſelf by experi- 


ence of my alteration in ſome points formerly 


* embraced.” | 
Mr. Hayn, though I can reaſonably well per- 


* ſuade myſelf of many things I believe; yet had 


I never ſo much confidence in me as to be able 


to perſuade another of a contrary judgment, if he. 


were once ſtudied and. ſettled therein ; which 
made me ſo unwilling at the firſt to enter the liſts 
with you in this kind, where I could expect no 
other fruit but the loſs of much time and pains 
to no purpoſe. The wit of man is able, where 


it is perſuaded, to find ſhifts and anſwers until 


the day of doom; as appears in ſo differing 
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% opinions held amongſt Chriſtians, with ſo much 


* 


c 


* 


ſufficient therefore for a man to propound his 
« opinion with the ſtrongeſt evidence and argu- 


« ments he can; and fo leave it. Truth will be 
* juftified of her children. But of theſe reciproca- 


4 tions of diſcourſe in writing, wherein you place 
* ſo much benefit for diſcovery of truth, I have 
e often heard and ſeen truth 10% thereby, but ſel- 
& ſeldom or never found.“ 
So far this incomparably modeſt and lanped man. 
The remark, however, contained in the laſt ſentence 
I think applicable only, nor even then aniver/ally, to 


the di/Þutants themſelves, whoſe paſſions are ſo eagerly 


engaged in the altercation. Becauſe the neutral 
ſpectators, which, like the ſeven thouſand that bowed 
not the knee to Baal, may be more numerous than we 


ſuppoſe ; and particularly, the ingenuous minds of 


the rifing generation, can hardly fail to receive 


much ſervice from an unreſerved diſcuſſion of re- 


ligious ſubjects. TRurk, I am perſuaded, is the 


ider of that prophetic horſes, which is gone forth 


FON Y BRING, AND TO CONQUER, 


* Rev. vi. 2. 
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Hackney, 
Feb. 29, 1792. 


and ſo endleſs pertinacity on both ſides. It is 
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